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NARRATIVE ACCOUNTS

to reconcile with their enemies after wrongdoing is in itself 

is no longer seen to be simply the concern of religious people 

gathers together the stories of persons like Desmond Tutu, 
Benazir Bhutto, Rajmohan Gandhi, Jonathan Sacks, the Dalai 
Lama, and others in an anthology of hope toward a geopolitics of 

and public life through processes of transitional justice and, 
notably, South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission, 

the public arena, additional attention has come to be focused on 

and related disciplines in the arts and sciences as well as from 
schools of theology.

Such added attention has led to a clearer realization that 

is reconciliation. (Roberts: 1995, Pp.289-306.) When heartfelt 
and meaningful, it connects to decisions of re-humanization, 

as enemies, the establishment of justice, the rewriting of 

of Rwanda, the Balkans, the Middle East and Sri Lanka, for 

take the atrocities of Gujarat and inaugurate a deeper religious 
understanding. It can take the missteps of settler Australians 
and open new paths of cooperation with Aboriginal people. 

suicide bombings, and ethnic cleansings – all of which require 

in 2003 and thereafter, ,

phenomenon but as a public health priority – as a leading cause 
of disease, as a matter of domestic abuse, as a factor in mental 
health and of concern for children and of central concern to the 
health of the next generation. (Krug, Dahlberg, Mercy, Zwi, 

HOW HAVE WE COME TO THIS PLACE?

be, but it generally comes to most people through the wisdom 
traditions associated for many with the great world religions, 

into account the history of those traditions and their scriptures, 
many of these religious traditions entered the modern era subject 
to re-interpretation or in association with modern forms of 
alienation, particularly in the West. Whether we think of the 

Ireland – or the intransigencies and obscurantism in the face 
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years of the twentieth century was part of the problem, not a 

apogee of the modern world was expressed in the ascendency 

momentum of society in the face of the daunting challenges 
of nature and community.   

A turning point in the recognition granted spirituality, 
if not always religion, can be traced back to the mid-twentieth 
century. [The religious reconstruction of the world after the 

World Council of Churches (1948), the role of religion (Islam) 

(1954ff.), the Six-Day War between Israel and neighboring 
states (1967), and recognition of the Bosniacs as a distinct 
people based upon their religion (Islam) by Josip Broz Tito in 

But interest in religion’s role in shaping public policy has 

Terror.” Politics since 1979 has become identity politics – since 
then often a religious contest. Theology has become public 
theology in a new way, often shaped by the tensions of religious 
fundamentalism and post-modernism. The point is made by 

latter for Gellner, with its empiricist rationalism, is the only 

in the twentieth century following the atrocities associated 
with WWII, the anxieties of the Cold War period, and in the 

own current period. The deeds done in the interest of empire, 
the atrocities committed through the idealisms of the twentieth 

justice and the search for reconciliation – ideas embedded in the 
spiritualities associated with the wisdom traditions and their 
expression in the world’s great religions. (Robinson: 2004) 

both transcendence (the experience of existence beyond the 

the transcendent in the physical/psychological).” Religion is 

the more organized and communal attempt to facilitate and 
interpret that search. (Robinson: 2004, p.278) Both spirituality 
and its more organized expression, religion, bear upon our 

justice and toward reconciliation.

RELIGION INFORMING PSYCHOLOGY AND SOCIOLOGY

in what we might call the wisdom traditions can inform the 

of historical experience, psychological research increasingly 

examples of contemporary research include: Robert Enright 

(Enright: 2001) Working out of the Department of Psychology 

2006) Michael McCullough, in 
 (Jossey-Bass, 2008), argues that 

and truth and reconciliation commissions and humanity’s 

interactions with one who has hurt us. (Worthington, Jr: 1998) 

matter of a willed change of heart, the successful result of an 

are detailed by Michelle Nelson, detached, limited, and complete 
along a road toward healing. (Enright, North: 1998, p.20) 

frameworks for understanding the world, offer different nuances 

appreciate the impact of different religious conceptualizations, 

theologians and practitioners of religion appreciate better the 

question of personal and social healing that can accompany 
(McCullough, Pargament, Thoresen: 2001, Pp.17-

a commitment of the will. (Suchoki: 1995) It may also imply 
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differently. All of this bears upon the research and practice 

THREE APPROACHES TO FORGIVENESS

AMONG THE WORLD’S RELIGIONS

Most world religions include teachings on the nature of 

in light of heightened social and research interests, we might 

the Abrahamic family of religions, the Indic religions and 

a practice that has been said to be a hardwired aspect of human 
nature. (McCullough: 2008)

ways in the Abrahamic family of religions, in Judaism, 

understanding of God, the ontological grounding for the human 

that is monotheistic, transcendent and capable of an immanent 
relationship with human personality. The nature of one’s 
relationships with others, standing in a similar relationship to 

three faith traditions as illustrated in their scriptures. (Swidler, 

While there are important and different emphasizes 

compassion. While this is, perhaps, clearest in Buddhism, it 

and practice. (McCullough, Pargament, Thoresen: 2000, 

through principles of right intention (  and compassion 
(

Patriarch of Cambodia), rooted in the present moment where 

Chan: 2004, p.46)
Aboriginal and indigenous religion, essentially tribal 

are at work in human beings and nature alike. There is no 
sharp distinction between the sacred and secular, between 
the spirits and the essential unity of nature and humanity. 
In the case of personal and community infractions, there is 
often a preference for teaching and healing, and away from 
punishment, as among the North American Tlingits, bringing 

dispute. Emphasis is placed upon restoration to community 

among the Maori, the Aboriginal people of New Zealand. An 
emphasis upon a holistic circle, whether in aboriginal and 

health in the aboriginal community, but also carries a deep 

North American Mi’kmaq people. In an effort to restore their 

the community able to put behind the infraction encountered. 
(Ross: 1996, Pp.188-189)

religion noted here, Abrahamic, Indic and Aboriginal – while 
distinct in many ways – illustrate three different approaches to 

conception of God, that which is existential and related to 

for what it offers to the healing of persons and communities.
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