Christian Origins and Witnessin India, 2006

A Workshop of the Boston Theological Institute together with
Andover Newton Theologica School
and Ecumenical and Evangelical Partnersin India.
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Purpose and Scope of the Wor kshop

Our purpose isto ask what it meansto be “church” in India. Aswe do thiswe are
becoming more keenly aware of how religious values can unite rather than divide us.
Covenantal relationships and bonds stretch beyond the love for persona gain because
they emphasize belonging. Thus covenantal relationships, not commercia relationships,
ensure our continued survival.

Christianity in India began at various points of which the following are the most
prominent:

Apostolic origin and witness of Christianity in Keralaand Madras from the first
century onwards;

Roman Catholic origin and witness of Christianity along the Eastern coast of
South Indiain 16th century and in the mainland through the Jesuit Robert de
Nobili and his Madurai Mission in the temple city of Madurai from 1606
onwards.

Lutheran origin and witness of Christianity through the Royal Danish-Halle
Mission in Tranquebar from 1706 onwards; and

Baptist origin and witness of Christianity through William Carey and his Baptist
Missionary Society in Calcutta (1793) and in Serampore from 1800 onwards

The middle of the twentieth century marks the demise of the western colonia powers
from India and simultaneously the ecumenical founding of the Federation of Lutheran
Churchesin India (1927), Church of South India (1947) and the Church of North India
(2970). These united churches exist along side of the other denominational churches such
as the Methodists, and the Baptists. Recently, numerous Indian Instituted Churches are
founded, and they grow well. Theological institutions such as the Serampore Collegein
Calcutta (1818), United Theological College in Bangalore (1910), Dharmaram Vidya
Kshetram (since 1957 in Bangalore), together with the rich array of other institutions,
provide a place at which the diversity of Christian expressions can be explored.



Andover Newton Professor of World Chrigtianity, Gordon College History Professor Richard
Pierard and BTI Director Rodney Petersen in front of UTC Commemorative Plaque

Acquaintance with Christians and non-Christiansin India can help the North American
students of theology to learn the meaning and nature of the living interaction between the
followers of Christianity, Hinduism, Buddhism and Islam in India. Thisintercultural
learning will enrich their theological learning and witness in a pluralistic and multi-
religious society. Additionally, the 300™ anniversary of the Protestant Churchesin India

(1706—2006) gives an opportunity to study the transcontinental heritage and prospect of
the Protestant Christian mission.

During our timein India, we are asking several questions, and seek several answers:

What are the different attempts and patterns to devel op authentic Christian
theologiesin India?

What does it mean to be church in the context of adominant culture that seeks to
identify the modern secular Indiawith a“Hindu” majority?

How do Muslims and Buddhists, and adherents of other minority religious and
ideological persuasions relate to Christians?

How do the processes of globalization and westernization affect Indian society?




In 21% century, Christianity is global religion. Yet it is predominantly found in the
Southern Hemisphere. What are the forms of Globa Christianity practiced in
India?

Simultaneously, modern technology is shaped as much in Bangalore asin Boston.
As aresult, how should we understand the meanings and significance of aworld
community that is beyond the reach of Semitic religions?

What is the quest of Indian women in a patriarchal culture?



Daily Travel Log

June 27, 2006
Scribe: Carmela

One hour before we landed in Bangal ore some of us met two women from
Southern India. These women and a beautiful Indian toddler cuddling with his mother
and waving back to me were a good omen to begin our trip. We finally arrived in India
after 2 days of travel.

Professor Daniel Jeyargj of ANTS and Rev. Samuel Rajkumar from the UTC
(United Theological College) greeted us at the airport. All fourteen of usfitted well in the
mid-size yellow bus bearing the name of the college in big letters. In half an hour we
arrived at the beautiful campus surrounded with fecund tropical trees and plants. We
learned that Linda and Howard Kulas were celebrating their wedding anniversary. Since
it was only 5:00 in the morning we were anxious to get to our rooms and catch some
sleep. However, three hours later we were summoned to have breakfast. | was pleasantly
surprised to have Indian food for breakfast, a very healthy corn and yams. That afternoon,
after rest and lunch the seminar part of our journey began. Our first presenter was Rev.
Samuel Rajkumar. (Sam had been instrumental in coordinating this trip with Daniel and
Rodney Petersen, BTI Director.) Rev. Rakumar is afull-time pastor in the Lutheran
church. He currently pastors three churches. Mrs. (Dr.) Evangeline Rajkumar teaches
Womens Studies. Samuel Rajkumar’ s passion for the meeting of cultures, learning
languages and symbols began through a missionary experience.



Mr. V. Williams was our next speaker. He is the head of public relations. He took
us on atour of the campus, explaining that UTC offers, among others, a degree called the
Bachelor of Divinity, a post graduate degree like a Masters of Divinity. Some students
come to the school for an extended time and others for one to three months for different
academic programs. Williams told us that even though he was trained as a chemist, he
took seriously his call to ministry and works extensively at the school. When a question
was addressed about the identity of the workers who were repairing the side walk, he told
us that many of the workers doing work on the grounds are migrant workers from Tamil
Nadu whom the schools employs, pays fairly and welcomesinto their community.



Dr. O.V. Jathannais the Principa of UTC. He studied theology at Boston
University At present 180 students are attending the programs offered at UTC. There are
25 students per class. Churches select the candidates for ordination. Family and friends
raise the money needed for seminary education. He remarked that it's “very daring for
women to attend seminary,” and underscored the school’ s commitment to theological
training for women. Women are now pastoring churches in the Church of South India.
Thefirst Indian principle at UTC was present from 1954-1984. He was originally a
student from the seminary. Professor Rodney Petersen asked Dr. Jathannathe following,
“How do you train students to interface?” Furthermore, “How do you interface with the
larger Hindu population?’ He told us that the students come from a pluralistic context
and go back to that culture. In addition he says “the Indian cultural ethosis very human.”
He says, “What we teach is Hindu wit, full of stories.” One of our students asked about
“identity.” Hetold usthat in Indiawe learn to live with “multiple identities.” Tensionis
necessary for theological thinking.”

We were able to visit Rev. Julian’s church and his family during the evening. On
the way to Rev. Julian’s family we made a surprise stop at a historical South Indian
church where Rev. Julian is the pastor. The historical plague tells us of the founding of
the Church of South Indiaon Sept. 27, 1947. This began with a prayer meeting
commemorating the uniting of 5 churches, with three remaining committed Presbyterian,
UCC and Episcopal. There was such excitement that we ended by having some music
played informally in the church. Wefinaly arrived at the home of Julian’s parents. They
live together with the eldest son and his wife. We were given great hospitality and we felt
blessed to be guestsin their home. Julian’s father was very keen in describing the
problems of globalization and its impact on the youth and their involvement in the local



churches. With great sadness his father continued to tell us of the negative impact of
globalization: *Y outh do not find the time to attend church services. Parents work on the
night shift and come home to sleep without fully interacting with their families.” They
have started imitating western countries. We were all blessed by the family’ s generous
invitation and we will never forget our friends in Bangalore.



